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1  Summary  Mobile Phone Policy  
 

2  Responsible person  Jake Thompson 
 

3  Accountable SLT member  Jake Thompson 
 

4  Applies to  
☒All staff  

☐Support staff  

☐Teaching staff  

 

5  
Who has overseen development  

of this policy  

Nicola Witham   

6  
Who has been consulted and 

recommended policy for approval  

Nicola Witham   

7  Approved by and date  March 2026  
 

8  Version number  V1  
 

9  Available on  Trust website  

Academy website  

SharePoint  

☐Y ☒N  

☒Y ☐N  

☒Y ☐N  

10  Related documents (if applicable)    
 

11  Disseminated to  
☐Trustees/governors  

☒All staff  

☐Support staff  

☐Teaching staff  

 

12  
Date of implementation (when 

shared)  

March 2026   
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13  
Consulted with recognised trade 

unions  

☐Y ☒N   
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1. Introduction  

  

1.1.  In January 2026 the Department for Education issued updated guidance on 

the use of mobile phones in schools. This guidance provides guidance on how 

to implement a policy that prohibits the use of mobile phones throughout the 

school day, including during lessons, the time between lessons, breaktimes 

and lunchtimes.  

  

Mobile phones in schools - GOV.UK  

  

The expectation is that schools should be mobile phone-free environments by 

default: anything other than this should be by exception only.  

  

  

2. Scope of the policy  

  

2.1.  We are pleased to share that at Whitehouse PRU our practices around the use 

of mobile phones meets the guidance of the DfE. However, we are using the 

issuing of the guidance as an opportunity to remind staff, parents/carers and 

pupils of our procedures and expectations. For the purpose of this policy, when 

referencing mobile phones, we also include tablet devices and smart watches.  

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools#prohibiting-the-use-of-mobile-phones-in-school
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools#prohibiting-the-use-of-mobile-phones-in-school
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools#prohibiting-the-use-of-mobile-phones-in-school
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools#prohibiting-the-use-of-mobile-phones-in-school
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3. Expectations for pupils  

  

3.1.  Pupils who bring a mobile phone or device to school are required to hand it in 

on arrival at school. Staff supervise this each morning and thank pupils for 

handing in their mobile phone or device. Staff take the mobile phones away to 

store safely in classroom cupboards.  

  

We remind our pupils frequently of our ‘mobile phone-free’ school policy and 

the benefits of this. Staff teach pupils the risks associated with the use of 

mobile phones in school to ensure they understand why the decision has been 

taken to prohibit the use of mobile phones. These risks include lack of focus in 

lessons, disruption to learning and increase in bullying.  

  

Pupils who do not hand in their mobile phone will not be allowed to progress 

through school to lessons and parents will be notified.  

  

4. Adaptations and reasonable adjustments  

  

4.1. Whilst we have clear expectations and routines for pupils handing in their 

mobile phones, we recognise there may be occasions when adaptations and 

reasonable adjustments are required to support a pupil. Examples of this may 

include helping to manage a medical condition or to support a young carer. 

Allowing this flexibility does not mean that these pupils are exempt from all 

restrictions on the use of their mobile phone.  

  

5. Role and expectations of staff  

  

5.1.  All staff must consistently implement the school’s policy on mobile phones.  

  

Staff should not use their own mobile phone for personal reasons in front of 
pupils throughout the school day. If staff need to check or use their mobile 
phone they should find a private place, away from the pupils.  

  

6. Role of parents and carers  

  

6.1. Parents and carers have an important role in supporting the school’s policy on 

prohibiting the use of mobile phones. We encourage parents to reinforce and 

discuss the policy at home as appropriate, including the risks associated with 

mobile phone use and benefits of a mobile phone-free school. If a parent needs 

to contact their child during the school day they should contact the school admin 

office.  

  

We politely ask that parents do not use their mobile phone in school.  
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If parents have any concerns or questions regarding this policy, please contact 

the school office.  

  

  

  


